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The Province of Spain recommends to our fraternal prayers our dear brother Luciano 

URIZARNA ZUAZO of the Marianist community of Siquem, Madrid, Spain, who died 

in the service of the Blessed Virgin Mary of March 11, 2021 in Madrid at the age of 87 

with 69 years of religious profession. 

 

Luciano was born on August 7, 1933 in San Pedro del Monte, a small village of the 

municipality of Bascuñana, in the Province of Burgos. His parents, Alipio Urizarna and 

Águeda Zuazo, celebrated his baptism on August 16 of that same year in the Parish 

Church of San Pedro.  His confirmation took place in the same church two years later, 

on May 19, 1935. 

 

In 1946, like many children in the area, he entered the Marianist postulate in Escoriaza. 

He attended that school for four years, continuing the elementary studies that he had 

begun in his village. Throughout his stay in Escoriaza, he progressed considerably, 

until he ended up being part of the upper third of his classmates academically. He was 

endowed with an excellent memory. His formators saw that he possessed good health 

and had made considerable progress in his life of piety and in his interest in entering 

religious life. They also noted his shyness and somewhat withdrawn character. 



 

At the end of the academic year 1949-50, considering his personal growth, his interest 

in religious formation and his life of piety, the Council of the Postulate of Escoriaza 

agreed that he could be admitted to the Novitiate. 

 

In September 1950, he entered the Marianist Novitiate in Elorrio (Biscay). Just one year 

later, Luciano made his first religious profession in Vitoria, on September 12, 1951. 

Before doing so, he expressed his desire to be a brother dedicated to education. He 

also stated his willingness to be admitted as a working brother. Eventually, he trained 

to become a primary school teacher. He studied for his teaching degree at the 

Scholasticate of Carabanchel, finishing his studies in June 1954. He obtained his 

Master’s Degree in Education at the Escuela Normal de Guadalajara that same year. 

 

During his stay at the Scholasticate, his formators noticed a serious advancement in 

his intellectual formation.  At the same time, they observed a certain rigidity in his way 

of seeing things and some difficulty in his personal relationships with the Brothers. 

 

In September 1954, he began his work as a primary school teacher in Tangier. During 

that year, he was ill for several weeks.  The following year he went to Jerez de la 

Frontera. The weather was better for him in Jerez than in Tangier and his health 

improved. He fit in well with the community, showing himself docile, humble and 

respectful.  At the end of his first year in Jerez, he made his perpetual profession on 

August 26, 1956, in Vitoria. 

 

He continued his educational mission for seven more years: one in Jerez, three in 

Santa Ana (Madrid) and another three in the schools of Carabanchel. During this time, 

he studied music theory, with the aim of preparing himself to form a musical 

group.  However, he was not able to finish this project. 

 

During the academic year 1967-68, he experienced some episodes of anxiety, which 

continued to the point his superiors decided that it necessary for him to leave his 

educational work, at least for a time. His doctor also advised that he take this step. 

 

That is why, in September 1968, he started working for Ediciones SM. Thus began for 

Luciano a long period of 30 years of service in this Marianist publishing company, living 

successively in Madrid, in the communities of General Tabanera, Joaquín Turina, 

Labradora and San Isidro. During all that time Luciano did the meticulous work of 

proofreading, a quiet and inconspicuous task, but one that is very important for the 



 

flawless publishing of a book. On the occasion of his Golden Jubilee as a religious 

celebrated in 2001, Fr. Ignacio Zabala, Provincial at the time, acknowledged this fact 

in his presentation to Luciano. He also acknowledged that Luciano had been a witness 

to some of moments of joy, as well as of difficulty, throughout his 50 years of Marianist 

life. 

 

Luciano had to live through many changes during his life: in society, in the Church and 

in the Society of Mary. Some of these changes were quite difficult for him to assimilate, 

but he found support in his love of prayer and his fidelity to the Rule of Life. 

 

In September 1998, he retired to the community of San Isidro, where he continued to 

live at a more relaxed pace.  Here, he helped in the computerization of the catalogue 

in the Provincial Library (then located in Ediciones SM). He also collaborated in the 

computerization of the parish books of St. Mary Mother of the Church Parish. 

 

He devoted part of his free time to reading religious books. In addition, he read other 

books of a cultural nature on geography and the Spanish language, as well as dabbling 

in English. He was also a regular user of Google on his personal computer. 

 

During his last three years, his health weakened considerably. He underwent a prostate 

operation, which did not turn out as well as expected. From that moment on, his 

dependence on the catheter caused him much suffering. 

 

In the spring of 2020, he was attacked by the COVID-19 virus and spent more than a 

month in the hospital. There, he became considerably disoriented, but he found his 

support in prayer. For example, a nurse called the community, because Luciano 

wanted to have a cross with him. When he left the hospital, his superiors decided that 

he should go to the Community of Siquem, in order to receive better care. He lived 

there for a little less than a year, until the time of his death. 

 

During his life, Luciano tried to take into account what Blessed Chaminade wrote in 

his, Notes on the Love of God: "God is our center: in Him we find rest, joy, honor, the 

fulfillment of all our desires." In his correspondence with his superiors, he always 

showed a great love for the Virgin Mary. 

 

Let us ask God and Mary to help Luciano delight in the joy of the blessed in heaven. 
  

 


